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Abstract 
In this era of Globalization, how to eradicate poverty has remained the 
greatest challenge confronting the world today. It is the threat poverty is 
posing to the survival of mankind that made the United Nations to declare the 
year 1996, as the world's "International year for the Eradication of Poverty" 
and October i7" of every year the "International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty," while the years 1997 to 2006, were christened, the "Decade of 
eradication of Poverty". This paper therefore, examines the issue of poverty 
Eradication in a globalizing Nigerian Economy and the role Vocational and 
Technical Education can play in tackling the problem. 

Introduction 
Nigeria with a current population of about 120 million or more people with vast deposits, of 

natural resources and also being a major oil producing/exporting nation, is a very interesting case 
study on poverty this is because in spite of all her abundant God-given riches, her people are still 
wallowing in abject poverty in the midst of plenty. A great percentage of Nigerians citizens, cannot 
meet their basic survival needs. Also Macro-economic policies that are geared towards bringing 
about sudden changes in the economic environment tend to achieve very little or no result at all. It is 
important to note that there is no way any form of meaningful development can take place where a 
situation of mass poverty exists. Poverty, in fact, can become a great impediment to the development 
aspiration of Nigeria especially in this era of globalization. It is with this in mind that this paper sets out 
to examine the issue of Poverty Eradication in a Globalizing Nigerian Economy and the Role 
Vocational and Technical Education (VTE) can play in providing solution to the poverty problem. 

Conceptual Clarifications 
Globalization 

It was Hugh Mcluhan; an American Professor of Mass Communication who first referred to 
the World as a "global village" in the 1980s. The process of globalization has been on for many 
years, the process had in fact been since the time of the Marshal plan for the reconstruction of Europe 
immediately after the second world war which George Marshal the then United States of American's 
Secretary, of State spear -headed. Kvvanashie (1998:341), defined globalization as the 

Process of integrating economic decision making such as the consumption, 
investment and saving process all across the world, it is a process of 
creating a global market place in which increasingly, all nations are forced to 
participate. 

Globalization removes all forms of barriers that exist between nation-states and promotes 
international cooperation in all areas of life among the different people. It is the increasing integration of 
national economies with the rest of the world (Egware: 1998; 353). It is an integration process which 
is facilitated by the development in communications technology; this means that, at the very heart of 
the globalization process, is information technology. The globalized world is an information driven 
world. 

Poverty 
Poverty, though a world-wide problem does not have a single clear and concise acceptable 

definition, this is because the problem is not only complex but also multi-dimensional in nature. As a 

concept, poverty has several dimensions from which it can be considered.  Ajakaiye (2002:8), 
conceptualized poverty in four broad ways; 

Lack of access to basic needs/goods 
A result of lack of or impaired access to productive resources 
Outcome of inefficient use of common resources, and 
Result of "exclusive mechanisms." 



The World Bank (1990), defines poverty as 'the inability to attain a minimal standard of living'. Poverty 
is not only an individual's inability to meet minimum nutrition requirements but also the inability to meet 
up with the standard of living prevailing in his society. As Ajakaiye and Adeyeye (2001:15), also opined, 

Poverty can be structural (chronic) or transient. The former is defined as persistent or permanent 
socio-economic deprivations and is linked to a host of factors such as limited productive resources, lack of 
skills for gainful employment, endemic socio-political and cultural factors and gender. The latter, on the 
other hand, is defined as transitory/temporary and is linked to natural and man-made disasters. Transient 
poverty, they further pointed out is more reversible but can become structural if it persists. 

Among the major causes of poverty in Nigeria, are factors such as low economic growth 
performance, macro-economic shocks and policy failures, labour market deficiencies, migration, 
unemployment and underemployment, low human resource development, poor health or diseases, increase 
in crime and violence, environmental degradation, changes in family structures, retrenchment of workers, 
bad governance, debt burden, etc (Ajakaiye and Adeyeye, 2001:15). 

The World Bank (1995), based on a report sponsored by it and compiled by the Federal Office of Statistics 
(FOS) and the National Population Commission (NPC) with the title "Poverty and Welfare in Nigeria,1' 
ranked Nigeria below countries like Kenya. Ghana and Zambia in terms of poverty level. The report also 
showed that Nigeria lags behind in literacy, access to safe water and in the number of poor people. Illiteracy 
rate according to the report stood at 49 percent, access to safe water 40 per cent, while population below 
poverty level is 34 per cent. The growth rate of the population was put by the report at 2.9 per cent. 

In spite of several efforts both in the past and in recent times by the different tiers of governments in the 
country to combat the menace, these efforts seem not to be yielding the desired results. Among some of the 
reasons usually adjudged for the failures of past government programmes aimed at poverty eradication 
are; policy inconsistency, inadequate funding of the programme, unsustainable design of programmes, 
corruption and mismanagement of funds ear-marked for such programmes, over politicization of such 
programmes, lack of logistics for proper monitoring and evaluation of the effects of the programmes amongst 
others. 

Vocational and Technical Education (VTE) 
Vocational and Technical Education is defined by Osuala (1985: 5), as 

Education designed to prepare skilled personnel for one or a group of 
occupations, trades or jobs. It is usually provided at upper secondary level and 
includes general education, practical training for the development of skills 
required for the chosen occupation and related theory. 

In another related definition by Abokede (2000:69), vocational and Technical Education is seen as 
"The study of technology and related science and acquisition of practical skills and knowledge relating to 
occupations in various sectors of the economic and social life." 
Vocational and Technical Education lay emphasis on the acquisition of functional practical skills that 

make it possible for the individual not only to sustain himself in the world of work but to also enable him 
survive in a globalizing world economy. It is the only type of education that can reach out to a large 
number of the marginalized and down-trodden members of the society and engage them in income 
generating livelihoods. A major cause of unemployment and by extension poverty among Nigeria's 
citizens is lack of productive and marketable skills that can enable them fit into" either the production 
sector of the economy or to provide services that can enable them generate sustainable income. 

Vocational Technical Education and Poverty Eradication 
The current trend of globalization in the world economy coupled with the present recession in the 

Nigerian economy has not only worsened the problem of unemployment among the nation's citizens, but 
has also deepened the problem of poverty already prevailing among Nigerians. It is in the light of this 
present situation that it has become necessary that consideration be given to vocational and Technical 
Education as a veritable vehicle for poverty eradication and for ensuring a dynamic economy. Vocational 
and Technical Education because of its functional nature provides training in skills that enhances 
productivity and sustains competitiveness in the global economy. 

Vocational and Technical Education Can Serve as a Veritable Vehicle for Poverty Eradication 
through 



i. Youth employment- The nation's youths can be empowered through providing them with 
productive and marketable skills that will enable them fit into positions in paid employment or  
provides services that will enable them generate sustainable income. 
ii. Entrepreneurial training - Due to the present recession in the National economy, paid - 
employment is not easy to come by any more, but through entrepreneurial education which is a part of 
vocational and technical education, young people can be trained on how to create job opportunities for 
themselves and become self-employed, self-reliant and even provide employment for others. 
Hi.         Integrated rural agricultural Schemes- Since majority of Nigerians live in rural areas, job 
opportunities can be created for them in the agricultural sector. Also, the rural youths and other rural 
dwellers can be trained in agricultural skills, such as, farming, poultry and animal rearing, processing 
of farm products, etc. These will provide them with a veritable source, of income and nutrition. 
iv.         Home economics based training - Here training can be provided which will enable the 
beneficiaries of such training to set up businesses of their own in areas such as knitting, bakery and 
confectionaries, interior decorations etc. 

Recommendations 
To position Vocational Technical Education to achieve its objectives of poverty eradication, and 

empowering the Nigerian citizens to face the challenges of a globalizing economy, the following are 
recommended: 

i. The current emphasis being placed nationally on promoting vocational and Technical  
Education (VTE) should not be mere lip-service but concrete efforts should be made to 
make it a reality, 

ii. The acute shortages of infrastructures, equipments and manpower in all the nation's  
vocational technical institutions need to be addressed as a matter of urgency. iii.          All 

vocational technical institutions in the country should be properly funded. iv.         Regular 
retraining opportunities  should  be provided  for all  teachers of vocational  

technical education, v.         The Students Industrial Work Experience Scheme (SIWES) 
should be enriched and made 

more practical oriented so that the students on such schemes can acquire the required 
relevant experience at the end of the training. 

vi. Proper enlightenment campaigns should also be carried out to enlighten members of the 
society especially, parents and prospective students about the importance of acquiring 
vocational technical education. The notion and believe that vocational technical education 
is a type of education meant for society's drop-outs and never-do-wells, and also   the  view   
that  this   system  of education   is   inferior  to  the  normal   grammar 
school/liberal system of Education should be corrected. 

Conclusions 
The present Nigerian System of education as pointed out by no less a personality than the 

nation's minister of finance; Dr (Mrs.) Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala (2005: 29), is "a system that emphasizes 
theoretical knowledge at the expense of technical, vocational and entrepreneurial education." It then 
means that if Nigeria will make any meaningful progress in her desire to achieve technological 
development, then emphasis must shift from the present system of theoretical education to a practical 
oriented system which is more functional in nature, and this is what Vocational Technical Education is 
all about. This is the only system of education that not only creates wealth and generates 
employment but also serves as a formidable weapon for fighting poverty and all its attendant vices. 

References 
Abokede,    T    (2000).    The    Prospect    of   Vocational/Technical    
Education 

Nigeria. Journal of Educational Development. (JONED).  Vol. 1 (2). 

Development    
in 

  

Aja'kaiye, D. O and Adeyeye, V.A (2001.   Concepts, Measurement and Causes of Poverty. 
Economic and Financial Review. Vol. 39 (4) December. 

CB 

Ajakaiye, O. (2002).   The Poverty Eradication Programme in Nigeria.   In Jega, A and Wakili, 



H. (Eds).   The Poverty Eradication Programme:   Problems and Prospects   Kano:   
Mambaya 
House. 

Alabi, W. and Akanji,.!..!. (2005, April 25). CEO Magazine. Daily Sun, pp. 31, 35. 

Egware, L.E. (1998),   Institutional Agents of Globalization. CBN Economic and Financial Review. 
Vol. 36(4) December. 

Okorijo - Iweala, N (2005, March 14-15).   NEEDS and the Future of Nigerian Education.  
Business Times, p. 29. 

Osuala, E (1985). A Handbook of Vocational Technical Education for Nigeria.   Uruowulu-Obosi: 
Pacific Publishers. 

The World Bank (1990). World Development Report on Poverty.   Washington D.C:   The World  
Bank. 

The World Bank (1995) Poverty and Welfare in Nigeria; FOS/NPC Project.  Washington D.C:  
The World Bank. 

 

 



 


